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Department of Science

Honors Biology
2018-2019
Teacher: Mrs. Mateola 
Class Location: F-104 (Freshman Academy Building F – Room 104)
Phone: (980) 343-3600
Email: a1.mateola@cms.k12.nc.us
Website: ayomateola.weebly.com
Parent/Teacher conferences: (980) 343 3600 for guidance
Grading Policy: Test 70%; Quizzes 20%; Assignments 10%

Assignments are both homework and in class assignments.

Projects will be graded based on the requirements outlined in a rubric. Grading system policies are subject to change at administration or county discretion.
Parent-teacher communication:  Should you have any questions or concerns e-mail is the quickest means of communication.  Various assignments and information are posted on the teacher website.  Students and parents are encouraged to check grades through PowerSchool.  Please ensure that school has updated phone numbers and emails in case of emergency.
Textbooks:  All students will be able to use the online textbook using their password.  They will also have a set in the classroom that they can use.  
Chromebooks:  All students have been issued individual Chromebook.  Your student is required to bring his/her charged Chromebook to school every day.
Class Supplies:  3” ring binder, dividers (12), 2 highlighters (one for home and one for school), 1 composition book, pencils, pens, color pencils or markers, scissors, student planner, Post-it notes, loose leaf paper, 3x5 Index cards. One or two of the following: Copy Paper, Box of Tissue, Bottle of hand sanitizer, Glue sticks.
Class Expectations – The 5-Ps: 

1. Be Prompt: On time for class and seated doing work before the tardy bell.
2. Be Polite: Treat each other and your teachers with respect and dignity.

3. Be Prepared to learn and achieve with all necessary supplies.
4. Participate: All students must work on all activities given in class.
5. Be Productive: Assignments must be completed and turned in daily.
If you cannot meet my expectations, consequences are outlined below:
1st offense - Verbal Warning and a conference with student.
2nd offense - Phone call home to parents/Parent Conference.
3rd offense - Referral.
Assessments- Students will have a test at the end of every unit and on no particular day. If students receive a grade lower than 80% they may retake the test. Quizzes will be used to assess quick understanding of the concept and will occur intermittently. Quizzes may not be retaken.
Students will be responsible for completing a remediation worksheet for the retest.  After they have completed the remediation, they must make arrangements to retake the test.  The highest grade a student may receive on a retake is 79%C.
Exams (EOC)-Students will take the EOC at the end of the semester.  
Labs- Lab activities will be done with groups as much as possible. Depending on instruction, students will have to either complete questions about the lab, or write up a report. 
Projects/Activities- There will be various projects to complete and must be submitted on the due date.
Homework - Students may have science articles, worksheets, or questions, etc. to complete and turn in the next class period.
Bell work-All students are responsible for completing bell work upon entering the classroom.  This assignment is done in the first 5-10 minutes of class.  
Make up work-If students are absent, it is their responsibility to notify the teacher within 5 days of absence about when the missing assignments will be done and turned in.  In the event that a student will miss class, they can access electronic copies and agendas/assignment through my weebly site ayomateola.weebly.com. 
Late Assignments- 1 day late = 80%; 2 days late = 70%; 2+ days = 50%. Assignments will be accepted until a week before end of the quarter.  
Attendance/Tardy Policy- Students are expected to be in school each day and on time.  Students who miss more than 10 days per course will be required to complete recovery or receive a grade of ‘F’ for the semester. 

The definition of a tardy for my class is as follows: you are tardy if you are not in the room and in your seat when the last bell rings. 
Tutoring: Tutoring will be available after school from 2:30pm Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Students are expected to come with their questions.
_______________________________________________________________
My Child and I have read and understood Mrs. Mateola’s classroom agreement, and we agree to the policies outlined in it.  Please sign and return.
________________________________    ______________________________
Student Name (Printed)



Signature

_______________________________     ______________________________
Parent/ Guardian Name(s) (Printed)

Signature

____________________________________

Parent/ Guardian Phone #

___________________________________

Parent/ Guardian e-mail address

Please check one of the following that applies to you:

· I do have a computer and internet access at home.

· I do have a computer, but not internet access at home.

· I do not have a computer at home.
· I would like to volunteer to proctor for end of course exams June 2019.

Course Description
Honors Biology is an EOC Course.  During the semester, students will study the major concepts regarding living organisms and how they relate to their lives.  It is expected that honors level students be prepared to take responsibility for their own academic success.  This class will promote independent work, group activities and critical thinking.  Students will use several different strategies to learn including lectures, activities/labs and readings.  Below is a general sequence of units that we will cover this semester:
Unit 0: Characteristics of Life
Unit 1: Biochemistry 
Unit 2: Cells 

Unit 3: Cell Energetics
Unit 4: DNA Replication/Protein Synthesis         
     

Unit 5: Biotechnology
Unit 6: Reproduction

Unit 7: Genetics
Unit 8: Evolution

Unit 9: Kingdom/Immunity

Unit 10: Ecology


Review: EOC Review
NC State Test: EOC Testing/Finals
Class Cell Phone Policy

· The use of Cell Phones will not be allowed in class. (unless permitted by the teacher for academic purpose only) 

· All cells phones must be turned off and kept in their bag packs throughout the class period.  

· If seen out, it will be taken away for the rest of the period and given back at the end of the class/end of day (2:15pm)
· For every quiz and test given cell phones will be collected at the beginning of class and given back at the end of the class period.
· Lastly, if there is an emergency, parents should call the School’s Front Office not the student in class. Students will not be able to pick up calls during class.
